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“Introduction to Revelation” 
Part I

General Overview

    The word Revelation is an English transliteration of the Greek word Apocalypse: which means: disclosure, reveal, unveil, or to make known. The book of Revelation opens revealing, and announcing our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, as stated in the first five words of Revelation 1:1. “The Revelation of Jesus Christ…” There are over 30 names attributed to Jesus (which be addressed later in another issue of TPT) in the book of Revelation; to name a few: “Jesus Christ,” “First begotten of the Dead,” “Alpha and Omega,”” The First and Last,”” The Faithful and True Witness,” “The Amen,”” The Lion of the tribe of Judah,”” The Lamb…” Revelation’s content consists mainly of prophecies of the last days of earth’s history, and is encrypted with an abundant array of symbolic language and symbolic animals that will be discussed in another issue of TPT. Revelation depicts the final battle between good and evil, known as the great controversy, between God and Satan. It was written approximately between A.D. 92 and 96 by John, the “beloved disciple” of Jesus while on the isle of Patmos in the Aegean Sea, a few miles off the coast of modern-day Turkey, then called Asia Minor. John is also accredited to writing the Gospel of John, as well as first, second, and third books of John. He was political prisoner of Rome and exiled to the isle of Patmos by the Roman Emperor, Domitian who had no love for Christians who proselytized and professed Christ-deeming them enemies of Rome (see Rev. 1:9) During this time Emperor Worship was quite prevalent. John while on that lonely island was afforded many prophetic visions (see Amos 3:7; John 14:29, and Acts 2:17). The book of Revelation was given to John through a process of five divinely ordered steps. Read Revelation 1:1, 2.
1. God gave the message to Jesus
2. Jesus gave the message to His angel (Perhaps Gabriel)
3. The angel gave the message to John

4. John wrote the message down in the book we call Revelation (see Rev. 1:10, 11).
5. John sent the letters to the messengers of seven churches in Asia Minor: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. 
 

What does this mean for us?
Obvious Signs Do Tell the Season

    Satan is using some theologians and everyone he can to conceal the Revealing of Jesus as delineated in Revelation. Unfortunately, many Christians have been taught by ill-informed preachers to believe that Revelation is confusing and a sealed book and that it cannot be understood. However, Revelation itself states the complete opposite. Read Revelation 22:10. As a matter of fact, according to Rev. 1:3 there is a blessing pronounced on all those who read, hear, and keep/do the things written in this prophetic book. Of the 404 verses in Revelation, approximately 278 of them are sited in other books of the Bible, especially the book of Daniel, which many theologians consider to be a companion book to Revelation because they share similar Apocalyptic prophecies.
A Brief Preview of the Book of Revelation

Chapter 1 The Hero of the book is revealed.
Chapters 2/3 Christ’s messages to the Seven Churches.
Chapters 4/5 Opening of a Mysterious Sealed Book.
Chapters 6/7 The Four Horseman of the Apocalypse and the Sealing of God’s people.
Chapters 8/9 The Seven Trumpets.
Chapter 10 Eating the Bittersweet book.
Chapter 11 The Two Witnesses in Sackcloth.
Chapter 12 The Mysterious Woman standing on the moon.
Chapter 13 The Mark of the Beast.
Chapter 14 Three Angels Preaching.
Chapter 15/16 The Grapes of God’s wrath.
Chapter 17/18 Mystic Babylon, the Great Harlot.
Chapter 19 The Rider of the White Horse defeats the beast.
Chapter 20 The Dragon bound in the bottomless pit for 1000 years.
Chapters 21/22 The City of God-The New Heaven and New Earth.

Some of the benefits resulting from studying Revelation
1. It brings us face to face with Jesus Christ in a most astonishing manner…

2. It will have a tremendous impact on your life…
3. It will provide a new understanding of the history of this world since the cross…
4. It will give new meaning to the conditions in our world today…
5. It will unveil for you the meaning of grand, climatic shocking events about to take place upon this earth…

6. It will reveal to you the devil’s plans to ensnare people…

7. It will lead you to make the most momentous decisions of your life…
8. You will be astonished how the Great God of heaven and Jesus speak to us through the Holy Spirit…

The book of Revelation is the last book of the Bible, and the Bible was written over a period of approximately1500 years by 40-plus writers from various backgrounds and occupations while on three different continents, and they all wrote under the guidance of God’s Spirit… and the Bible is in complete harmony and can be trusted, see II Tim. 3:16, 17; II Pet. 1:19-21; II Chron. 20:20…
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