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What Do God’s People Believe?
Part XXVI

Headlines

    Again, another mass murder has taken place and made headline news all over the world. A madman this past week went on a strategically planned shooting rampage at a country western concert in Las Vegas! There were over 50 confirmed dead and at least 500 wounded. If it wasn’t for the horrific crimes and chaos plaguing our planet most   news reporters wouldn’t have a job.
     How many more heinous acts of violence have to happen before people wake up and see that this world is spinning out of control, and about to end? 





Prayers and Testimonies

     Our heavenly petitions and fervent, heart-felt supplications must be poured out for the families of every cataclysmic disaster. These poor wretched families also need “Spiritual eye-salve” to discern the signs of the times. That’s why we were called to His Majesty’s service! To give our personal testimonies of what Jesus has done in our own wretched lives! 
     We are to proclaim the “everlasting gospel” [footnoteRef:1] with boldness, and teach the world that Jesus is soon to return! To give hope to the hopeless! To prepare a people for God and His kingdom! [1:  Rev. 14:6-12] 


Why?

     Many have no hope in the resurrection of life because they don’t believe or haven’t been taught that Jesus is the resurrection and the Life. Especially, amongst the Christian community many have no idea what the Bible teaches about death, the resurrection of the righteous, and life hereafter! 
    So many of our young people do not realize what drastic changes a day may bring. [footnoteRef:2]  They believe that they are invincible {as I once believed}. They believe that they are above death’s call, until perhaps a close friend or family member is robbed of their youthful vitality! My good friends this is why the gospel commission is so urgent! Time is short! [2:  Prov. 27:1; James 4:14] 


What does this mean for us?

Obvious Signs Do Tell The Season

    “The Biblical teaching about the resurrection and the condition of human beings in death is full of comfort and hope.”  When we are hurting, we don’t need to give ourselves up to inconsolable grief, ‘like the rest of men, who have no hope…’ {I Thess. 4:13}. The reason for our hope is Christ, who said, ‘Because I live you will live’ {John 14:19 Emphasis supplied}. 
    The Bible teaches that consciousness ceases at death {Psalms 146:4}. The body disintegrates and becomes dust {Eccl. 3:20}. The dead do not continue a conscious existence in either heaven or hell. Speaking metaphorically, they 
‘sleep’ {John 11:11; I Thess. 4:14, emphasis supplied}. “ [footnoteRef:3] [3:  “Signs of the Times Magazine-Special Edition,” pp. 33, 34] 


Seventh-day Adventists Believe…
26.  Death and the Resurrection

    “The wages of sin is death. But God who alone is immortal, will grant eternal life to His redeemed. Until that day death is an unconscious state for all people. 
    When Christ, who is our life, appears, the resurrected righteous and the living righteous will be glorified and caught up to meet their Lord. The second resurrection of the unrighteous, will take place a thousand years later.” [footnoteRef:4] {Rom. 6:23; I Tim. 6:15, 16; Eccl. 9:5, 6;  Ps. 146:3, 4;  John 11:11-14;  Col. 3:4;  I Cor. 15:51-54; I Thess. 4:13-17; ; John 5:28, 29; Rev. 20:1-10, emphasis supplied}. [4:  Seventh-day Adventists Believe, “A Biblical Exposition of Fundamental 
  Beliefs,” 2005, pp. 387-401.] 
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