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“Politics and God’s People”
    Someone once said, “Never argue about politics and religion.” Of course no one pays attention to that archaic cliché today. It is quite evident that many Christians seem to be more interested in debating about their political choices for office to the point of obsession, rather than uplifting the Word of God! Their choice of course.
        You may have also noticed (via social media and local news broadcasts), that  politicians squander a substantial amount of time, money, and resources digging up dirt on their opponents which could be better spent learning how to govern “all people” objectively. 
What does this mean for us?
Obvious Signs Do Tell The Season
Let’s notice the words of Paul
“Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead be ye reconciled to God.”
II Corinthians 5:20 Emphasis supplied
   An ambassador is a diplomat, emissary, or one who represents someone other than oneself. In the context of the Bible text just mentioned, Paul is stating that he, as we, are representatives of, and for Christ.
    To be reconciled means to be submissive, reunited, and/or resigned in this case, to and with Christ.
    What exactly does the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy teach about Christ’s ambassadors to the world and concerning politics?

According to Matthew, Mark, and Luke, we are to “…render unto the government the things that are required of government (as good citizens) and render unto God, the things that are God’s” (as faithful believers, emphasis supplied). 

    However, under no circumstances should we lift the badge of any political candidate, or party above Christ’s teachings to be in harmony with any governing power or political group!

Counsel from God’s inspired messenger
“… There are, among those professing to believe present truth, some who will thus be stirred up to express their sentiments and political preferences, so that division will be brought into the church.

    The Lord will have His people bury political questions. On these themes silence is eloquence.
Christ calls upon His followers to come into unity on the pure gospel principles which are plainly revealed in the Word of God.  We cannot with safety vote for political parties; for we do not know whom we are voting for. 

    We cannot with safety take part in any political scheme… I call upon my brethren who are appointed to educate, to change their course of action. It is a mistake for you to link your interests with any political party, to cast your vote with them or for them.

    Those who stand as educators, as ministers, as laborers together with God in any line, have no battle to fight in the political world. Their citizenship is in heaven. The Lord calls upon them to stand as a separate and peculiar people. 
    He would have no schisms in the body of believers. His people are to possess the elements of reconciliation. 

        Is it their work to make enemies in the political world? No, no.  They are to stand as subjects of Christ’s Kingdom, bearing the banner on which is inscribed, “The commandments of God and the faith of Jesus…”
    … God does not call upon us to enlarge our influence by mingling with society, by linking up with men on political questions, but by standing as individual parts of His great whole, with Christ as our head.
    The question may be asked, Are we to have no union with the world?  The Word of the Lord is to be our guide. Any connection with infidels and unbelievers that would identify us with them, is forbidden by the Word.

   We are to come out from among them, and be separate. In no case are we to link ourselves with them in their plans of work. But we are not to live reclusive lives.   We are to do worldlings all the good we possibly can.

    Christ has given us an example of this. When invited to eat with publicans and sinners, He did not refuse; for in no other way than by mingling with them could he reach this class.

    But on every occasion … He opened up the themes of conversation which brought things of eternal interest to their minds. And He enjoins us,
    “Let your light so shine before men , that they may see your good works , and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16 emphasis supplied). 
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