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“Courage to Stand, When Others Bow”
    The decades old cliché, states: “If you don’t stand for something, you’ll fall for anything.”  But God’s people are known as people who stand on Biblical principles, and display incredible courage and integrity in the face of certain danger. 

What does that mean for us?

Obvious Signs Do Tell The Season

“Then a herald cried aloud: To you it is commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, that at the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, (an ancient stringed instrument) in symphony with all kinds of music you shall fall down and worship the gold image that King Nebuchadnezzar set up; and whosoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.” Daniel 3:4-6 NKJV (Emphasis supplied)

    “As God called Daniel to witness for Him in ancient Babylon, so he calls us to be His witnesses in the world today. In the smallest and the largest affairs of life, He desires us to reveal to men the principles of His kingdom…” [footnoteRef:1] [1:  E. White. Conflict and Courage, p. 249.] 


“There are certain Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego; these men, O king, have not paid due regard to you. They do not serve your gods or worship the golden image which you have set up.” 
Daniel 3:12 NKJV

    Daniel and his three companions weren’t the only Hebrew captives taken to Babylon, when King Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem. We do know however when the other Jews and heathens were bowing to the image, Daniel and his friends demonstrated their loyalty to God by standing fast on God’s Word (Ex. 20:3-5) and did not cave in to peer pressure! How do we demonstrate our Christian faith, courage, and loyalty to God in the midst of a crisis situation? Do we take our witnessing for Christ’ cause seriously or do we bow to the pressures of compromise -everyone else is doing it.

Wisdom from Solomon
“My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.” Proverbs 1:10 KJV

    “The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul. The mark of the beast will be urged upon us. Those who have step by step yielded to worldly demands and conformed to worldly customs will not find it a hard matter to yield to the powers that be, rather than subject themselves to derision, insult, threatened imprisonment, and death. The contest is between the commandments of God and the commandments of men. In this time the gold will be separated from the dross in the church.” [footnoteRef:2] [2:  E. White. Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 5. p. 81.] 

Notice the refrain of an Old faithful hymn [footnoteRef:3] [3:  “Dare To Be a Daniel,” by Phillip Bliss, 1873, Early Advent Singing, pp. 162-164. ] 

“Dare to be a Daniel, dare to stand alone!
Dare to have a purpose firm! Dare to make it known!

“Stand up! stand up for Jesus! Ye soldiers of the cross;
Lift high his royal banner it must not suffer loss. 
From victory unto victory His army shall He lead,
Till every foe is vanquished, And Christ is Lord 
indeed.” [footnoteRef:4] [4:  SDA Church Hymnal, Verse 1, “Stand up, Stand Up for Jesus, # 618.] 

Amen!
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