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“The Refiner’s Fire-Character Development”
    We are God’s workmanship, formed in His likeness (Gen. 1:26), on display for all the world to see. However, at times our Lord allows trials to come to test and strengthen our characters for His Glory.
What does this mean for us?
Obvious Signs Do Tell The Season

“Beloved do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though so strange thing happened to you; but rejoice in the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.  If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and God rests upon you…. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christion, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.”
I Peter 4:12-16 NKV

Counsel from God’s inspired messenger
    “It makes every difference what material is used in the character building. The long-expected day of God will soon test every man’s work. “The fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is” (I Corinthians 3:13). As fire reveals the difference between, gold, silver and precious stones and wood, hay, and stubble, so the day of judgment will test characters, showing the difference between characters formed after Christ’s likeness and characters formed after the likeness of the selfish heart… The worthless material will be consumed; but the gold of true, simple, humble faith will never lose its value…” [footnoteRef:1] [1:  E. G. White. Mind, Character, and Personality, -Vol., 2, p. 548.] 

    “Based on her own struggles Hellen Keller (deaf and blind since she was 19 months old) could say, “character cannot be developed in ease and quiet. Only through the experience of trial and suffering can the soul be strengthened, vision cleared, ambition inspired and success achieved.” [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Alberto A. Timm. Every Day A New Beginning (Devotional) p. 183.] 


Counsel from God’s Inspired messenger
    “It may be that much work needs to be done in your character building, that you are a rough stone that must be squared and polished before it can fill a place in God’s temple.  You need not be surprised if with hammer and chisel God cuts away the sharp corners of your character until you are prepared to fill the place, He has 
for you….” [footnoteRef:3] [3:  White. Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 7, p. 264.] 

    “Every base thought, every wrong action reveals some defect in character. These rugged traits must be brough under the chisel and hammer in God’s great workshop, and the grace of God must smooth and polish before we can be fitted for a place in the glorious temple.” [footnoteRef:4] [4:  White, Testimonies for the Church, Vol, 4, p.p. 540, 541.] 

    We’re reminded of the three Hebrew worthies and their literal fiery trial. Refresh your memory by reading Daniel chapter three.

What is the admonition of God’s servant Paul?

“In ALL THINGS give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”  I Thessalonians 5:18 Emphasis supplied

[image: ]

2

image1.jpg




