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“Calling all Preachers”

“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”
Matthew 24:14 KJV (Italics supplied)

    This prophetic text couldn’t be any clearer concerning the preaching of the gospel to the entire world, and its collaborative connection to the end of time for planet earth. The words of Jesus, Written in red states: “...this gospel of the kingdom shall (will) be preached...” The word shall is synonymous with the word will. According to Webster’s Dictionary, shall is an auxiliary verb, (old English word) used to express futurity, promise, intention or command... [footnoteRef:1] Let’s allude to our test for just a moment and focus on the context. “The gospel  [1:  The New Lexicon Webster’s Dictionary, (Encyclopedia Ed.) New York, 
  Lexicon Publishers Inc., 1989, p. 914.] 

(Gr. euaggelion) to all the (known) world (see Luke 2:1), is to be considered from the viewpoint of time (see Matt 24:3). Thirty years after Jesus spoke these words Paul affirmed that the gospel had been preached to all the world (Col. 1:23; Rom. 1:8; 10:18; Col. 1:5, 6, Testimonies Vol. 8, p. 26, 27.) confirming the literal fulfillment of this prophecy in his day, (see DA p. 633).  Does this mean that Paul’s evangelistic journeys were the complete fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy? Not really (remember Jesus also spoke of His second coming in Matt. 24, making this text a dual prophecy). Paul’s declaration was true in a limited sense only. The complete fulfilment of Jesus’ prophetic words (concerning the propagation of the gospel) is yet to be realized. [footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, Vol. 5, pp. 498, 499.] 


What does this mean for us?

Obvious Signs Do Tell The Season
	
“Long has God waited for the spirit of service to take possession of the whole church so that everyone shall be working for Him according to his ability. When the members (disciple-makers, preachers, and teachers) of the church of God do their appointed work in the needy fields at home and abroad, in the fulfillment of the gospel commission, the whole world will soon be warned and the Lord Jesus will return to this earth with power and great glory.” [footnoteRef:3] [3:  E. G. White. The Acts of the Apostles, p. 111.] 

Paul’s counsel
[bookmark: _GoBack]“I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom. Preach the word, be instant in season, out of season; (even when it is not popular to preach) reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering (patience) and doctrine (teaching). For the time will come that they will not endure sound doctrine (teachings)...” II Tim 4:1-3 KJV 
(Emphasis supplied)

Preach: to proclaim, to declare in public, give a sermon from the gospel... To give moral or religious advice... to expound or proclaim by preaching, to urge strongly or persistently...”[footnoteRef:4] Enough said, time to “Go ye therefore...” [footnoteRef:5] KJV [4:  Webster’s New World Dictionary, (College Ed.)  Cleveland & New York, 
  The World Publishing Co., 1964, p. 1147.]  [5:  Matthew 28:18-20.] 
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