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Do We Really Know What Time it is?
(Reprinted from an earlier issue of TPT)

    December 7th is known as Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day.  December 7, 1941, is when the Japanese air force launched a surprise attack that crippled the U.S. Pacific fleet moored in Hawaii. It has been said that Washington had received ample warnings of such an attack but blatantly ignored them.  Christians living today have been given many Biblical warnings to be watchful of the signs that point to the coming of Christ. As you read the this issue of TPT  may your spirit be aroused to duty as you see the day approaching. Any pastor, evangelist, or theologian who have spent quality time studying Bible prophecy know that we are living in the end time. Many of Christ’s prophecies have been fulfilled, i.e., kingdom against kingdom, nation against nation, wars and rumors of wars, pestilences, earthquakes in diverse places, famines, et cetera. However, Jesus, himself said, 

“…See that ye be not troubled for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet… all these are the beginning of sorrows (labor pains)” Matthew 24:6-8 KJV

     There are two very crucial end-time prophecies concerning one of Jesus’ Olivet discourses that need our immediate attention more than ever before. Written in red, in Matthew 24, there are: 1. false prophets - false Christ (deception), and 2. The preaching of the gospel to the entire world…
    The signs of the end time only become relevant to those Christians who examine all prophetic messages under the scrutiny of Bible truth. All teachings and beliefs must pass the Bible litmus test. In Acts 17:11, the Bereans of Thessalonica checked out everything that the evangelist Paul preached, to see if what he was preaching was truth. They did this daily. Notice the following text from our Lord and Saviour that will guide us as we weigh the evidence of present truth for the end time. 

“…Take heed that no man deceives you. For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ, and shall deceive many. And many false Christ shall arise and deceive many. For there shall arise false Christ, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders…” Matthew 24:3-5, 11, 24 KJV

What does this mean for us?

Obvious Signs Do Tell The Season

    Jesus wants His people to be aware of the time of the season, so we will not be fooled into believing something is true, when it is absolutely, 100 % wrong!

“Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: So, likewise ye, when ye shall see all of these things, know that it is near, even at the doors.” Matt. 24:32&33; (See also Luke 12:54-56; II Tim. 3:1-5) 

“And now I have told you before it comes to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe.” John 14:29 
    
    Friends, I would be a false prophet myself, if I were to tell you that I know the exact day and hour of our Lord’s return, and the end of the world.  Also written in red, in Matthew 24:36 Jesus states: (telling us of His “Second Coming”). “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angles of heaven, but my father only.” Jesus makes it plain that the day and hour of His return is known only by His Father in heaven. Which means; not the President of the “United States,” past or present, not the president of not the president of the “General Conference, of SDA’,” not “Nostradamus,” not the so-called calculations found in  the “da Vinci Code,” not any specific church, or psychic group, and/or the writers of the “Mayan peoples Calendar,” or the so-called “oracle prophets” that supposedly got their messages from the Greek gods, can predict the precise day or hour when the end of the world shall be, or when  Jesus will return, PERIOD! However, Jesus does reveal to us many specific signs that point to His return that should evoke in us a watchful spirit so we are not caught completely unaware.

“But as the days of Noe were so shall also the coming of the Son of man be… Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come… if the good man of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched and would have not suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore, be ye also ready: for is such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.”  
Matthew 24:37, 42-44 KJV 

“Likewise, also as it was in the days of Lot… Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.” Luke 17:28-30 KJV

“And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves together with the seed of men; but they shall not cleave one to another (the ten nations of Europe-remnants of divided Rome). And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which will never be destroyed…and it shall stand forever…” 
Daniel. 2:43&44 KJV
    
    The Bible has given us several signs that let us know that the coming of Christ is near, but the only text that reveals when the end of the world shall be is in the book of Matthew.

“AND THIS GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM SHALL BE PREACHED IN ALL THE WORLD FOR A WITNESS UNTO ALL NATIONS; and THEN SHALL THE END COME.” Matthew 24:14 KJV (Emphasis Supplied)
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