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“When Push Comes to Shove”
    I’m quite sure it would be considered an understatement on my behalf if I were to suggest that the year 2020 was nothing more than a “gentle” roller-coaster ride! Quite the contrary, would be your response!   Everyone was, and is still being impacted by Covid-19. Though easier said than done, as stated many times before, let’s do our best to accentuate the positive! If nothing else has come from this past year it has certainly helped us grow spiritually stronger. Hopefully, it’s teaching us to accept those things which are out of our immediate control-the things we cannot change. 

What does this mean for us?

Obvious Signs Do Tell The Season

     Let’s praise God, and give Him the Glory due Him, for His loving watch care, goodness, mercy, and grace in all things! He has forewarned us, according to HIS WORD, that these days were coming (see Matt. 24; II Tim. 3:1-5)! In the interim we need to be “anticipating” [footnoteRef:1] Christ soon return. How does one get ready for a marathon? Train! Train! Train! [1:  Pastor Kleyton Feitosa. Living Word SDA Church, Sabbath Sermon, Dec. 9, 
  2020.] 


“If you have raced with men on foot and they have worn you out, how can you compete with horses? If you stumble in a safe country, how will you manage in the thickets by the Jordon? Jer. 12:5 NIV
 
    “God asks Jeremiah to compare his small sorrows with the larger troubles of others, or with the larger troubles that would come to him. Racing with the footman represents the ordinary vicissitudes of life, as compared with horses or horsemen, representing the more difficult experiences.  If we neglect the minor tasks of life, how can we undertake the greater responsibilities that may come to us? If we succumb to the smaller temptations of everyday life, how can we overcome the greater crises of life? If we cannot endure the lesser troubles of life, how
will we withstand the terrible tribulations that will yet come upon us?” [footnoteRef:2] [2:  SDA Bible Commentary, Vol. 4, p.408.] 

   “So long as the people of God preserve their fidelity to Him, so long as they cling by living faith to Jesus, they are under the protection of heavenly angels, and Satan will not be permitted to exercise his hellish arts upon them to their destruction. But those who separate themselves from Christ by sin are in great peril…
    Our only safeguard against the wiles of Satan is to study the Scriptures diligently, (see Acts 17:11; II Tim 2:15) to have an intelligent understanding of the reasons of our faith, and faithfully to perform every known duty. The indulgence of one known sin will cause weakness and darkness, and subject us to fierce temptation…” [footnoteRef:3] [3:  E. G. White. Maranatha, “The Scriptures Our Safeguard, “Washington D.C. 
   R&H Publishing Assn., 1976, p. 95.  ] 


“But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” Mathew 24:13 KJV

Amen.
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