These Perilous Times
Vol. 14, No. 17, Sept. 7, 2022

 “What Is Normal-What Does Getting Back to it Mean?

    During, and after the crisis of the Covid pandemic there was, and still is a lot of discussion in regard to normalcy, i.e. “Will it ever be normal again? I can’t wait to get back to normal” Now that it’s normal again,” etc.
Normal: An Adj. 1. “Conforming with or constituting an accepted standard, model or pattern; especially corresponding, to the median or average of a large group in type, appearance, achievement, function, development, etc.; natural, standard, regular… “ [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Webster’s New World Dictionary, (College ed.) 1964, p. 1001.] 

Normal: 1. Adj. “Conforming to a norm, standard, regular…” [footnoteRef:2] [2:  The New Lexicon Webster’s Dictionary (Encyclopedia ed.) 1989, p. 683.] 

    It’s interesting to note that when the question is raised, what is normal, you will receive a variety of answers.

What does this mean for us?

Obvious Signs Do Tell The Season
    
    Hopefully God’s people will never go back to what once was considered normal. Complacency seems to have replaced urgency amongst many believers. The new “norm,” should be; the new initiative for God’s World Church stated at the General Conference Session of SDA in Missouri – “Total Member Involvement.” Not just Pastors, Elders, Church officers, but all are called to proclaim the gospel.

Counsel from God’s inspired messenger

    “The disciples were to teach what Christ has taught. That which He had spoken, not only in person, but through all the prophets and teachers of the Old Testament, is here included. Human teaching is shut out. There is no place for tradition, for man’s theories and conclusions, or for church legislation. No laws ordained by ecclesiastical authority are included in the commission (see Matt. 28:18-20). None of these are Christ’s servants to teach…
    The solemn, sacred message of warning must be proclaimed in the most difficult fields and in the most sinful cities, in every place where the light of the threefold gospel message has not yet dawned. Everyone is to bear the last call to the marriage supper of the Lamb…” [footnoteRef:3] [3:  E.G. White.  Education, pp. 16-22.] 


“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going.”
 Ecclesiastes 9:10 NKJV

    “Earnest, self-sacrificing men and women are needed, who will go to God and with strong crying and tears plead for the souls that are on the brink of ruin. There can be no harvest without seed sowing, no result without effort. Abraham was called to go forth from his home, a light bearer to the heathen. And without questioning, he obeyed. ‘He went out not knowing whither he went ‘(Hebrews 11:8). So, today God’s servants are to go where He calls trusting Him to guide them and to give them success in their work. “ [footnoteRef:4] [4:  E. G. White. Gospel Workers, p. 26.] 

    Reminiscing about the so-called “Good ole Days,” (the way things used to be) is not what God’s people are called to do. We are called to move forward with the gospel call !

“And Jesus said to him. No man having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” Luke 9:62 KJV

    “He who ‘looks back’ is not concentrating on the task at hand. He is, at best a halfhearted worker (see Matt. 6:24; Luke 14:26-28). Jesus had ‘steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem’ (Luke 9:51) and anyone who gave thought to following Him must of necessity be steadfast in his decision (John 11:16). As it was, when the time of test came to the Twelve, they all ‘forsook Him and fled’ (Matt. 26:56) yet all except Judas returned in due course of time. Absolute and undivided devotion is essential to true discipleship. He who would plow a straight furrow in any service for God must give the task his wholehearted, uninterrupted attention” [footnoteRef:5] (Emphasis supplied). [5:  SDA Bible Commentary, Vol 5. p. 777.] 


“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct your paths.” 
Proverbs 3:5, 6 NKJV
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